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Buidding Resilience Against
Viodent Extremism - program
BRAVE led by The Hunger Project
in Il and supported by =
showcases impressive results.
Awesome day in Bagerhat with
250 young volunteers full of
enthusiasm and public spirit!
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RAVE Project Overview

Background

Despite its impressive advancement in socio-economic sectors,
Bangladesh faces the daunting challenges of maintaining social
harmony and promoting peace and tolerance. In recent years, the
country has been witnessing a rise of radicalization and violent
extremism, which dismantles its long-praised legacy of social cohesion.
Sadly, it is often the youth, both from madrasas and non-religious
educational institutions, who are leading or being used in religious
and ethnic extremism and violence. Confrontational politics further
fuels the radicalization process through political patronage of radical
forces and their reactionary agendas. Disaffection and anger have
made some of the Bangladeshi young people give up on its democratic
system and become misguided to succumb to radical ideas and
recruitment.

After the militant attack at Holey Artisan Bakery in 2016, law
enforcement agencies took rapid action, minimizing the extremist
threat to some extent. However, terrorist attacks recurred in 2019 and
2020 in different parts of the country, with several attacks on religious
and ethnic minorities. These incidents indicate that we may be standing
on a powder keg of communal intolerance and potential mayhem in
the future. To build a pluralistic, tolerant and humane Bangladesh,
people of all religions, races, castes and classes must work together.
The Building Resilience Against Violent Extremism (BRAVE)
project started in three Upazilas of Bagerhat District with a group of
political, social and religious leaders, youth, women, media and other
opinion leaders in the society as the champions of peace, non-violence
and peaceful co-existence. The project was implemented by The
Hunger Project, funded by the Federal Foreign Office Funds, German
Embassy. It was designed to offer an alternative path based on pluralism,
tolerance and inclusion, providing avenues to engage the youth.

Objectives

The main objective of the project is to build community resilience to
address the growing problem of radicalization and extremism in Bangla-
desh.

Specific objectives are:

1.

2.

3.

Empower a group of youth and women as activists, with skills,
knowledge and tools to address issues relating to extremism,
supported by seniors as mentors.

Support mentors, youth and women activists for their campaigns
against extremism.

Learning sharing with relevant stakeholders.

Action Strategies

1. Capacity building of youth, women, master trainers, PVE (Preventing

Violent Extremism) committees, mentors on leadership, critical
thinking, values, conflict mitigation, diversity, inclusion, dangers of
extremism, hate speech, riot, ways of reducing hate speech, importance
of peace and social harmony to build a pluralistic, inclusive and
tolerant future generation in our country.

Mobilization to bring all the positive forces in the society together to
change the mindset of religious extremism and communalism, and to
rescue the derailed youth in the society.

Build rapport and strategic relationships with local governments
through learning and sharing experiences with them to ensure a
collaborative environment for a peaceful and tolerant society.
Empower a wide range of stakeholders through meetings, interfaith
dialogues, training, campaigns and other forms of engagement.



Project Area
24 Unions and 2 Municipalities of three Upazilas under Bagerhat District of southern Bangladesh.

24 Unions:

Bagerhat Sadar Upazila: Karapara, Shat Gambuj, Khanpur, Rakhalgachi, Dema, Bamorta, Jatrapur, Baruipara, Gotapara, Bishnapur
Mongla Upazila: Burirdanga, Mithakhali, Chila, Sundarban, Sonailtola, Chandpai

Fakirhat Upazila: Betaga, Shuvodia, Bahirdia Mansa, Fakirhat, Piljang, Lakhpur, Naldha Mauvhog, Mulghar

Two Municipalities:
Bagerhat and Mongla Municipalities

Project Period
March 2020 - February 2023




Activities

The table below shows the types and number of activities, as well as number of participants in those activities, that were carried out under this project.

Activities Activity number | Women | Men Total
Training for master trainer 1 3 17 20
Social harmony training 2 32 20 52
Mentor training 3 17 43 60
Follow-up meetings of youth and women with Union Parishad 300 2,593 916 3,509
Youth training 26 222 298 520
Women training 1 27 00 27
District level discussion meetings with religious leaders 4 75 324 399
Upazila level quarterly follow-up meetings with youth and mentors 24 331 699 1,030
Trainings for chairmen and members of Union Parishads 10 89 250 339
Annual meetings with Union Parishads, professionals and local leaders 70 706 1,753 2,459
Quarterly meetings with Union Parishads and law enforcement agencies 238 759 2,561 3,320
R(?OF level.awareness campalgn.s (School campaign, Harmony olympiad, 198 23331 16977 | 40,308
Miking, Billboard, Harmony fair etc.)

Learning sharing meetings with stakeholders 3 257 329 586
Social harmony workshops 46 505 553 1,058
Quarterly coordination meetings of PVE committees 9 42 235 277
Project review meetings 7 90 119 209
District level coordination team building meetings of PVE committee 1 1 25 26
Baseline survey 1 370 376 746
Midline survey 1 83 114 197
Impact study 1 03 98 161
End-line survey 1 370 376 746
Total 947 29,966 | 26,083 | 56,049
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Key Achievements

1,018 people, of which 35% were women, were trained through 43
trainings;

56,049 people were reached through 947 activities to create awareness
for embracing diversity, and preventing violent extremism, hate
speech and hate crime;

School campaigns carried out in 142 out of 154 educational institutions

in the project working area;

17,608 students were made aware of the dangers of violent
extremism through school campaign;

Over 16 religious conflicts were resolved by the youth and
mentors of the project;

Created a robust database (MIS and Google) for
documentation of BRAVE activities and initiatives; and
Four studies were conducted to assess the project activities



Special Activities Aimed at Creating Public Awareness

In addition to regular activities such as training and awareness campaigns, special activities were carried out in Bagerhat Sadar, Fakirhat and Mongla
Upazilas of Bagerhat district. These activities aimed at raising public awareness about the benefits of harmony by emphasizing its significance and

the harmful effects of violent extremism to the local people.

Harmony Gathering

A total of seven harmony gatherings were organized in six Unions and one
municipality of Mongla Upazila. The first rally was organized on August
8, 2022, at Kanainagar in Chandpai Union, and was presided over by
Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) Kamlesh Majumdar. On August 29, 2022,
another harmony gathering was held in Digraj Bazar which was chaired by
Uday Shankar Biswas, Chairman of Burirdanga Union Parishad. The next
day, on August 30, the third harmony gathering was held in Sonailtala and
was presided over by Sonailtala Union Parishad Chairman Narjeena
Begum Nazina. On September 22, 2022, another gathering was organized
in front of the Upazila Parishad, where Begum Habibun Nahar, Deputy

Minister of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Government of Bangladesh, attended as the chief guest.
The next Harmony Gathering took place on September 23 at Baidya-
mari Bazar in Chilamari Union and was presided over by Chilamari
Union Parishad Chairman Gazi Akbar Hossain. On September 24,
yet another gathering was held in Mithakhali and was chaired by
Utpal Kumar Mondal, Chairman of Mithakhali Union Parishad. The
last rally was held on September 29, 2022, in Jeudhara Bazar of
Sundarban Union which was chaired by Union Parishad Chairman
Ikram Izarader.




Harmony Olympiad

A “Harmony Olympiad” was organized in Bagerhat District Parishad
Auditorium in Bagerhat Sadar on September 28, 2022 to increase the
knowledge about harmony among school students. Students of 51
educational institutions of Sadar Upazila participated in this Olympiad.

Of the 20 questions of the questionnaire used in the olympiad, 14 were
about harmony. The remaining six questions were related to the history
and traditions of Bagerhat. The quiz was followed by a discussion and

staging a play on harmony. Finally, the guests gave prizes to the 20
winners and gifts to all the participating educational institutions.

Among the guests were Bagerhat Sadar’s Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO) Muhammad Musabbirul Islam, Upazila Women Vice
Chairman Rizia Parveen, Training Coordinator of District Education
Office, General Secretary of PVE Committee Advocate Selim
Azad, Journalist Sheikh Yamin Ali and Journalist Sakir Hossain




Harmony Kabaddi Competition

With the initiative of the BRAVE project, a harmony Kabaddi (local
sport) competition was organized with the motto — “Let’s build harmony
together with the strength of youth” — on December 21, 2022 at Faltita
Shashadhar Social Welfare Secondary School of Mulghar Union under
Fakirhat Upazila.

A total of four teams participated in the competition. The women's team of
Fakirhat competed and won against Bagerhat Sadar Upazila women's
team. On the other hand, Piljang Union’s men’s team won against the
Fakirhat Bahirdia men's team.

The Officer-in-Charge (OC) of Fakirhat Upazila Model Police
Station, Md. Alimuzzaman inaugurated the event as the chief
guest. Mulghar Union’s Chairman Hitler Goldar, Piljang Union’s
Chairman Morol Zahidul Islam, Mulghar Union Awami League’s
President Abu Bakkar, Bagerhat District PVE Committee’s
Vice-Chairman and freedom fighter Syed Altaf Hossain Tipu,
PVE Committee Member Amirul Islam and BRAVE project’s
Coordinator Nazmul Huda Mina were present as special guests.
Jamila Akhter, Upazila Coordinator of the BRAVE project,
conducted the event




Workshops on Debate

With the initiative of the Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) of Bagerhat
Sadar Upazila, Muhammad Musabbirul Islam, two workshops on debate
to promote harmony were held with a total of 64 students from 16 schools
of the Upazila. The events were organized jointly by the Upazila adminis-
tration and The Hunger Project on October 22 and 29, 2022, at the audito-
rium of Jadunath School and College of Bagerhat Sadar.

UNO Muhammad Musabbirul Islam, also the former Secretary of the
Debating Society of University of Dhaka, was the key facilitator in both

the workshops. Abida Sultana, Khulna zone’s Coordinator of
National Debate Federation Bangladesh and Hafizur Rahman,
Upazila Coordinator of BRAVE project facilitated the workshops.
Sadar Upazila Youth Development Officer S M Azgar Ali, Presi-
dent of BRAVE project’s District PVE Committee, S K A Hasib,
Jadunath School and College’s Principal Jhimi Mondal, National
Debate Federation Bangladesh Bagerhat District’s President
Sheikh Sakir Hossain and BRAVE project’s Coordinator, Nazmul
Huda Mina were present at the events.




Youth Gathering

One of the noteworthy initiatives taken by BRAVE was organizing youth
gathering to strengthen the relationships among the trained youth, mentors and
members of the PVE Committees. One such gathering was organized at Jatrapur
Bhairab River Char area of Bagerhat Sadar Upazila on February 25, 2022. About
200 youth leaders, mentors and members of the PVE Committee from 10 Unions
and one municipality of Bagerhat Sadar Upazila participated in this event.

Country Director of The Hunger Project (THP), Dr. Badiul Alam Majumdar,
inaugurated the event virtually. Nasima Akhter Jolly, Program Director of THP
and the Project Director of BRAVE project joined online and greeted everyone.
District PVE Committee’s President, S K A Hasib, and General Secretary,
Advocate Selim Azad, facilitated the formal activities of the program.

The BRAVE youth presented colorful, hand-designed pictures
of activities they conducted in their areas to prevent violent
extremism. They shared achievements, challenges and learnings
with each other to make their activities more dynamic. One of
the most interesting aspects of the day-long program was a quiz
competition, through which the youth had the chance to enrich
their knowledge about the country's politics, economy, society,
culture, history, etc. The program included a discussion meeting
and prize distribution.




outh Prevented the Spread of COVID-19

When the second wave of Coronavirus hit Bangladesh in 2021, the
government imposed another nationwide lockdown to reduce its transmission.
While everyone avoided all sorts of human contact, youth involved in the
BRAVE project risked their lives to stand by the people in need. They
devoted themselves to creating awareness among people to prevent the
outbreak of Coronavirus.

Under the BRAVE project, the youth conducted 126 campaigns in three
Upazilas of Bagerhat district on the importance of washing hands,
maintaining physical distance and wearing masks to prevent Covid-19.
Risking their lives, they participated in the war against Coronavirus by
cremating 18 and burying 24 corpses infected with the virus in three
Upazilas. They also provided regular care and essential medicines to the
Covid-19 patients. Food and necessities were distributed to 2,420 needy
families.

Seeing the initiatives of the enthusiastic youth, the local administration
extended its cooperative hand. Jointly with BRAVE, the administration
initiated various promotional programs such as maintaining physical
distance, wearing marks, setting up shops at a certain distance in local
markets, setting up hand-washing facilities at the entrance of markets,
miking to create awareness, ensuring isolation and quarantine, distributing

soap and handwashing solutions, spraying disinfectants in villages
and bazaars, etc.

Some of the youth made masks by themselves, while the others
collected them on their own initiative for distribution. Around 12,000
masks were distributed among the common people by the youth.
Additionally, a blood donation group was also organized under the
leadership of the youth. The group assisted in the orderly completion
of the Coronavirus vaccine program and donated blood to patients
admitted in Bagerhat Sadar Hospital. Besides, an oxygen bank was
created by the youth, through which 22 patients were supplied with
oxygen.

In addition to the above initiatives, the youth distributed about 15
thousand leaflets in different places of Bagerhat to aware people about
Covid-19. They carried out campaigns to combat rumors, misinformation
and prejudice regarding vaccination among marginalized people. The
youth motivated people to get vaccinated, and registered 3,390 people
for vaccination. Additionally, the youth involved in the BRAVE
program campaigned from village to village to make the mass vaccination
program of the Union Parishad successful.
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uccess Stories

Conflict Resolution by Anjali Das

Karri Daspara is a village in Rakhalgachi Union of Bagerhat Sadar Upazila.
Dispute over land between a Muslim woman named Piari and a Hindu man
named Bishnu has been going on for a long time. On November 10, 2021,
Bishnu hit Piari on the head in the heat of an argument over the disputed land.

This unfortunate incident created serious tension as it could lead to a
Hindu-Muslim conflict in the community. The community has been living in
harmony for years, and many residents thought that they were faced with a
grave situation, threatening that long tradition of peace and unity between
people of two religions.

BRAVE’s mentor Anjali Das came to know about the incident. Anjali is a
respected person in the village and is known for her wisdom and impartiality.
Anjali immediately took the initiative to find a peaceful solution to the matter.
She summoned both Bishnu and Piari and listened to their sides of the story. She
then gathered the villagers, village police and some people involved with the

BRAVE project and held an arbitration, known as Shalish, to
settle the matter.

In the Shalish, Anjali spoke to both the parties and made them
understand the gravity of the situation. She explained how their
actions could lead to a much bigger conflict and destroy the
peace and unity of the village. She made them understand that
violence was not the solution to any problem and urged them to
find a peaceful solution. After discussion, Bishnu was fined
10,000 taka. The judgment of the salish was accepted by both
parties, and the tension was diffused and violence averted.

Anjali's initiative and wisdom played a crucial role in preventing
a Hindu-Muslim conflict in the village. Her actions serve as an
example to all of us the importance of finding peaceful solutions
to conflicts and maintaining unity in the face of adversity.




Conscience in Putting out the Fire of Hatred

October 13, 2021 was the third day of Durga Puja, the biggest
religious festival of the Hindu religion. Excitement was in the air.
However, this excitement was short-lived as news of the recovery
of a Quran from a temple on the banks of Nanua Dighi in Cumilla
town spread. This incident sparked a series of attacks on temples
and shrines, leading to vandalism and destruction. The situation
soon deteriorated, with attacks on Hindu houses and temples
taking place in several districts of the country. Tragically, some
people were killed in the clashes.

A week after the incident in Cumilla, in the afternoon of October
20, Sheikh Syed Ali, a journalist and mentor of the BRAVE project
in Fakirhat Union, was working in his office when he received a
call from an acquaintance. The caller informed him that a Hindu
boy from Mansa Bazar area of Bahirdia Union had posted some-
thing insulting Islam on Facebook. The caller sent a screenshot of
the post to Syed Ali and asked him to post it on a Facebook group
called Fakirhat Press Club News, calling everyone to come togeth-
er and besiege the boy's house.

Sheikh Syed Ali is one of the admins of this Facebook group
consisting of 65 thousand members. As a journalist, he knew that
such posts had led to violent reactions in the past. Just three days
earlier, on October 17, 2021, there were attacks on Hindu homes
and shops in Pirganj, Rangpur, based on a provocative Facebook
post. A month earlier, a Hindu family was put under house arrest
for two weeks by a mob in the southern district of Bhola provoked
by a similar Facebook post.

The conflict between his emotions and his conscience was intense.

On the one hand, he was tempted
to share the post and let the group
know, but on the other hand, his
conscience reminded him of the
consequences. He also remem-
bered his training with the
BRAVE project, where he was
taught to not get agitated in such
situations and to seek the cooper-
ation of the administration
instead. He responded to the call
of his conscience and did not
share the post with the group.
Syed Ali called the
Officer-in-Charge (OC) of the
Fakirhat Model Police Station,
Abu Saeed, and informed him of
the situation. He also called
Khairul Anam and Chairman
Rezaul Karim Fakir to seek their
assistance. The OC immediately
reached Mansa Bazar with a
group of policemen and arrested
the boy who had shared the offen-
sive post.

Sheikh Syed Ali's foresight and
conscientious  decision  saved
Fakirhat Upazila from a potential-
ly violent situation. His actions

serve as an inspiration to us all and remind
us of the importance of making decisions
based on our conscience rather than giving
in to our emotions.



An Exceptional Initiative to Address the Risk of Violence

It was the evening of November 13, 2022. The Asr prayer in Alamin Jame Mosque
in Dattar Ber village had just finished. The mosque was empty. Rishad, a young man
from the neighboring Gobardia village, entered the mosque and took the Quran kept
there. He then made his way to the south bank of the Panchakhaja canal in the neigh-
boring Panchamala village. He placed the Quran on a char and then set it on fire. The
smoke of the fire attracted the attention of several people. They quickly ran toward
the smoke, put out the fire and saved the Quran from being completely burnt. They
then caught Rishad and began to beat him.

Dulal, a member of BRAVE's youth team, arrived on the spot soon after and called
Sheikh Benazir Ahmed, mentor of Dema Union. Dulal informed Sheikh Benazir
about the incident and asked for his assistance in calming the situation. Sheikh Bena-
zir, who has been working with a group of young people to solve various social prob-
lems in the area, immediately sprang into action.

The incident was quickly posted on Facebook and spread like wildfire. The UNO and
District Commissioner (DC) also became aware of the situation and called the Chair-
man of the area for assistance. The Chairman, in turn, informed Sheikh Benazir and

said that he was on his way to the spot. Meanwhile, Sheikh
Benazir arrived at the scene and saw that Rishad had
managed to run away. The police were later able to arrest
him from his house.

Sheikh Benazir then advised the Chairman to make an
announcement to the people of the area to keep calm and
avoid any further violence. Thanks to his quick thinking
and instantaneous initiatives, the situation was normalized
and the possibility of a violent conflict was averted.

The incident of burning the Quran had created a tense and
potentially dangerous situation, but Sheikh Benazir's efforts
to mitigate the risk of violence proved to be successful. The
people of Dema Union were grateful for his bravery in the
face of danger, and he became known as a true hero in their
community.




Light of Reconciliation

Md. Alimuzzaman, a 3rd year student of the Department of Zoology,
Bagerhat Govt. PC College, lived in Dakshinkhanpur village of Khanpur
Union of Bagerhat Sadar. His village had a unique cultural blend of both
Hindu and Muslim communities living in peace and harmony. However,
there was one issue that Alimuzzaman was concerned about.

The central mosque of the village was located near the Kalibari market,
where the biggest temple of the village was also situated. As a result, the
sound from one place of worship was heard in the other. Whenever there
was a worship service in the temple, the sound of drums, bells, etc.
disturbed the prayers of Muslims, and vice versa, causing pent-up anger
between the followers of two religions. Alimuzzaman was concerned that
a serious conflict could break out at any moment.

Alimuzzaman attended a three-day training program in January 2021 that
focused on preventing extremism and violence and the importance of
harmony. During the training, Alimuzzaman shared the problem of his
village, and the trainer and the fellow trainers advised him to sit with the
mosque and temple committee to resolve the issue.

With the newfound knowledge about peace and harmony and embold-
ened by the encouragement of the fellow trainees, Alimuzzaman returned
to his village and formed a youth team representing both communities.
They held a meeting with everyone and raised the issue. Alimuzzaman
and his team explained to the mosque and temple committee that the
peaceful coexistence of the Hindus and Muslims in the village is at stake
as conflict and violence could flare up at any time. Despite initial resis-
tance, Alimuzzaman and his team's earnest appeal and persistence paid
off, and the two parties agreed to sit together to resolve the matter.

The meeting was held at a local tea stall on the evening of February 27,
2021. After a discussion between the Mosque and Temple committees,
the Temple committees agreed to refrain from chanting during the azaan
(calling for Muslims’ prayer) and the Muslim prayer. The mosque
committee also agreed to inform the temple committee in advance if they
organized a mahfil (Muslim religious gathering). Similarly, the Mosque
committee agreed to allow the Temple committee to carry out the Hindu
religious events without any disturbance. Since then, the events of these
two temples and mosques have been organized by coordinating their
schedules and considering each other's convenience.




The Legend of Liakat Ali Morol

Paban Kumar Kunda was a poor betel leaf trader from
Kundapara village in Bagerhat Sadar Upazila. He was
suffering from serious heart disease for a long time. He
went to multiple doctors, but nothing seemed to have
worked. One day, while returning from a doctor’s visit in
Khulna, Paban thought that he would go and show his
medical documents to Majed Ali Morol, a village doctor
from the adjacent village. Majed had worked as a medi-
cal assistant in the military and after retiring, he started
practicing medicine in the village. It was October 5,
2021, when Paban went to Majed's house with all his
medical documents. While the Majed was looking
through his documents, Paban asked for a drink of water.
Tragically, before he could even take a sip, Paban's
heartbeat stopped and he passed away.

The news of a Hindu dying in a Muslim’s house created
a lot of commotion in the area. Paban's Hindu neighbors
started to spread rumors that he died in a Muslim’s house
because he was a sinful man. Paban's wife ran from door
to door, trying to get help to bring her husband's body
home, but to no avail. She was left helpless as the Hindu
community was unwilling to cremate Paban’s body.

Liakat Ali Morol, a master trainer of BRAVE, heard
about the situation and rushed to Paban's house. He was
a former non-commissioned officer in the military and

after retiring, he devoted his life to
farming and social activities in the
village. He joined BRAVE in 2020.
Although he was a pious Muslim, he
never harbored any hatred for Hindus in
his mind. Upon hearing everything from
Paban's wife, Liakat decided to cremate
Paban himself with some of his acquain-
tances. They lifted the cot onto their
shoulders and carried it to the crematori-
um. The Hindu community felt ashamed
and decided to go to the crematorium
and arranged for Paban's body to be
cremated according to Hindu rituals.

The example set by Liakat's selfless and
humanitarian initiative made him a
legend among the people of the area. It
showed that religion should never come
in the way of helping someone in need,
and that humanity and compassion
should always come first.




Harmony Prevails: The BRAVE Team Saves Bagerhat

Antara Biswas, a third-year student of Bagerhat Medical Assistant Training
School (MATS), caused a stir in the area on the night of April 12, 2021,
when she shared a status on her Facebook account after having a fight
with her Muslim boyfriend. Antara belonged to the Hindu community.
The screenshot of her story, which included the statement "You can't
deal with one woman, but you dream of having 70 female companions in
heaven!" went viral immediately as it was viewed as an insult. This
incited some Muslim students of MATS to call for a rally demanding her
expulsion from the campus.

Roni Mahmood, a trainee of the BRAVE's Jatrapur Union, brought the
incident to the attention of BRAVE’s Bagerhat Sadar Upazila Coordinator,
Hafizur Rahman. Hafizur quickly informed the District PVE Committee
President, SKS Hasib and Secretary, Advocate Selim Azad, and requested
their assistance to ensure the cooperation of law enforcement agencies.
He then called upon some youth leaders to join him at MATS.

When Hafizur and the youth leaders arrived at MATS around noon, they
were greeted with slogans demanding punishment of Antara Biswas. The
Principle was absent from the institution at that time. They found that
25-30 students were having a meeting in a hostel room regarding the
incident.

Hafizur went to the meeting room and introduced his team saying, "We
are from The Hunger Project. We work to establish social harmony to
counter hate, violence and violent extremism. And we want to talk to
you." The BRAVE team then spent nearly two hours trying to convince
the students to change their stand to punish Antara. Using their learning
from the BRAVE training, they emphasized the importance of mutual
respect for people holding differences of opinions for peaceful coexistence.

They also warned the students about the consequences of their actions,
which were against the law and the Constitution of the country.

Despite initial resistance from some of the students, who argued that
Antara had insulted their religion and should be punished, the BRAVE
team continued to press for a peaceful resolution. They reminded the
students that if something serious were to happen, the responsibility
would fall on them and that the police would take action against them.
The students eventually were convinced and asked, "What is the solution
then?" The BRAVE team suggested that the students ask the institution
to convince Antara to apologize and delete the Facebook post.

Thanks to the prompt and effective action of the BRAVE team, Bagerhat
was saved from a major incidence of violence. The campus was restored
to a state of peace and harmony, and the students learned a valuable
lesson about the importance of mutual respect for people holding differences
of opinions and peaceful coexistence.
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Freedom Fighter Yunus Ali's Initiative: Victory of Harmony, not Conflict

It was December 16, 2021, which was the Victory Day
of Bangladesh. To celebrate this auspicious day, a
cricket tournament was organized in the field in front of
the Kalatala Durga temple in Chila Union of Mongla
Upazila of Bagerhat. Hundreds of people gathered to
enjoy the tournament.

Rabbi and Didar, two students from a Madrasa, located
one and a half kilometers away, were on their way
home with bags of clothes when they heard their friend
Samrat Mandal calling them from near the field. They
decided to join him and watch the game. As they stood
in front of the temple, Rabbi and Diddar started taking
pictures of themselves and each other. Samrat also
wanted to be in the photos. Rabbi asked Samrat to wear
a punjabi and cap (that Muslims wear while praying),
which were in his bag and take a group picture.

As the three were taking pictures, some of the people
around them became suspicious and started questioning
them. The situation quickly escalated and rumor was
spread that two Muslim boys were trying to convert a
Hindu boy. The three friends were held by the mob.
That was when BRAVE's trained youth leader, Cheena
Mistry, who was present at the scene, called Commander
Md. Yunus Ali, a mentor of BRAVE and PVE Committee

Adpvisor, for help. Yunus Ali, a veteran
of the 1971 Liberation War, rushed to
the scene when he heard of the incident.

Yunus Ali convinced everyone to
release the children and have a discus-
sion about it the day after. The next day,
Yunus Ali sat in a local tea stall with the
two parties from two religions and other
dignitaries, and explained to them that
the children had exchanged clothes and
taken the photos for fun and the people
were over reacting. He emphasized that
if the matter was not settled quickly and
peacefully, it could go out of hand,
threatening peace between the two
religious communities.

Everyone present realized their mistake
and decided not to pursue it any further.
The children were released and the tourna-
ment continued without any further
incidents. Thanks to the intervention of
Commander Yunus Ali, the Hindu-Mus-
lim conflict was peacefully resolved.




Mongla for Peace

It was August 6, 2022. A group of boys was playing football
in the field in front of Kanainagar Sarbajanin Kali Mandir
(temple) in Kanainagar village of Chandpai Union in Mongla
Upazila. The temple was a sacred place for the Hindu commu-
nity and was highly revered by the local residents. Debashish
Biswas, the president of the temple committee, asked the boys
not to play in front of the temple that day. This led to an
argument between Debashish and the boys and eventually the
game stopped.

The next morning, Shantana Rani, a Hindu resident of the
area, woke up early and went to the temple to offer her daily
prayers. To her shock, she found the broken idols (the statue
that Hindus worship) lying on the floor. She immediately
informed the neighbors and the news of the destruction of the
idol spread like wildfire. People became angry and the tension
built up.

Kanainagar was a place where people of different religions
lived peacefully for a long time. This incident saddened
everyone who harbored no malice against people of other
religions. One such person was BRAVE’s mentor Noor Alam
Sheikh, who was well-respected in the community. As soon
as he got the news of the temple vandalism, he called the
Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) of Mongla and informed him
of the incident.

Nur Alam then visited the temple along with the police and the Union Parishad
Chairman Mullah Mohammad Tariqul Islam and spoke to the local residents as
well as with the temple committee. He urged everyone to remain calm and
proposed organizing a harmony gathering to highlight the importance of peaceful
coexistence and social harmony among the people of the area.

The local administration and the police agreed to the proposal and the news of the
proposed assembly was announced through miking in the area that day. The next
day, on August 8, 2022, the harmony gathering was held at the Kanainagar inter-
section of the Union. The rally was organized by the All Party Harmony Initiative,
Upazila Social Harmony Committee and the BRAVE project.

Mongla Upazila Nirbahi Officer Kamlesh Majumder, Assistant Superintendent of
Police Md. Asif Igbal, top leaders of various local political parties, religious leaders
and people of all religions were present at the gathering. The speakers condemned
the vandalism of the Kali temple and demanded exemplary punishment for the real
culprits.

The local residents of the area realized the importance of respect for different
opinions and religions. They vowed to be careful in the future to avoid any incident
that would destroy the harmony in the village. The police soon arrested three
people involved in vandalizing the temple.

The quick initiative of the BRAVE members led to a peaceful resolution of the
Kanainagar temple vandalism incident. The harmony rally served as a useful
reminder that religious coexistence and harmony are essential for a peaceful
society.
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